
Trinity 14 

My dear Friends, 

Fortunately many people associate coming to Church with joyful moments in their lives. It is heart 
warming to see the faces of those who have been away for a while in the last 18 months of the 
pandemic returning to our church services. We all have to understand that for over a year now our 
weekly Sunday services have had to be different and will not be the same as before for a while. One 
very happy occasion was marked in St Margaret’s on Wednesday this week when a couple were 
brought by their family as a surprise for a blessing to mark 65 years since they were married in the 
church. It was also a time for celebration in St Edward’s on Tuesday when our wonderful Forget Me 
Not Café reopened in person together with some at home on Zoom. This has continued throughout 
the pandemic in a remote way continuing the support and friendship to many in these difficult days.  

Of course, some come to church and to our clergy for sad times when in our funeral services each 
week, we commend their loved ones to God’s safe keeping. People often come on the anniversaries 
of their family members’ deaths or on other special dates associated with those who have gone before. 
It is not only for the departed and the bereaved that our churches and the ministry of the laity and 
ordained is valued. People come for friendship, companionship and a listening ear, sometimes at 
moments of distress or anxiety. For some this is part of an ongoing process that effects their lives.  

Our Bible readings this week both remind us that in different ways we who seek to follow Christ must 
offer a welcome and support to all. In the Letter of James, Chapter 2, the writer tells us that we should 
treat the poor with the same respect as the rich. “Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich 
in faith and to be heirs of the Kingdom that he has promised to those who love him?” In our work with 
the Paradise Run aiding those on the streets, the support of Danescourt House for the young homeless 
and volunteering for the Night Shelters, this duty is put into positive action. There are constant new 
calls on our generosity I know, but we are reminded by James that “Faith by itself, if it has no works, is 
dead.”  

Our Gospel reading from St Mark Chapter 7, sees Jesus caring for those with what we might call mental 
and physical disabilities, a young girl possessed by a ‘demon’, having “an unclean spirit” and a deaf 
man with a speech impediment. The language of the Gospel times and the attitudes of the people then 
were much less enlightened towards those with such difficulties than perhaps we express today. Jesus 
was able to bring healing and wholeness to those who were afflicted. However as those with mental 
and physical challenges will attest in our era, we still have a long way to go in our treatment and 
acceptance of people with such aspects of the human condition in their lives. The inspirational 
performances and dedication of our extraordinary para-olympians has been wonderful to watch, 
however we should not forget the more mundane restrictions that affect the daily lives of those with 
particular needs. It has also been good to hear our sports stars of all backgrounds talking about their 
own mental health concerns. This should help our understanding and views towards so many who go 
through and endure these conditions. Let us pray that our churches and parishes will be places of 
welcome and acceptance for all as our Lord Jesus and the Holy Scriptures guides.  

Best wishes and prayers, 
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


